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If we have celestial eyes, we don’t need documentary.

Threre were so many incidents happening in the world recently. Documen-
tary has served to project the truth in the different parts of the world
through the eyes of the filmmaker to the audience in the remote part of
the world. However, documentary in Thailand is still limited and the
audience has few chances to get access to good documentary.

Therefore, Film Archive (Public Organization) organized the 2nd Salaya
International Documentary Film Festival by bringing various documentaries
from different countries and also organize the ASEAN Documentary
competition section in order to promote documentary scene in the region
and to prepare us for joining ASEAN community in 2015.

Film Archive (Public Organization)
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March 20-25
@ Srisalaya Theater, Film Archive (Public Organization)
March 31 - April 1 @ BACC, 5th floor Auditorium

CINEMA ENLIGHTENS

<> @ Film Archive, Salaya
<L

16.00 Opening films
AW / wu / 13"’1 (Under / Water / Dog) by Nuttorn Klangwanklai
Thailand/30 min - Q&A with director
311 by Tatsuya MORI/Japan/94 min - Q&A with director

19.00 Nenette by Nicolas Philibert/France/70 min

March 21, Wednesday

16.00 ASEAN Competition 1

Hard Rail Across the Gentle River by TRAN Thi Anh Phuong ,

DO Van Hoang, PHAM Thu Hang, TRAN Thanh Hien

Vietnam/45 min

Click in Fear by Sai Kyaw Khaing/Myanmar/15 min
17.00 Aki Ra’s Boy by Lynn Lee, James Leong/Singapore-Combodia/57 min
18.00 Wheat Harvest by Xu Tong/China/99 min

wqﬁauﬁ'ﬁ 22 fiunay [ March 22, Thursday

16.00 ASEAN Competition 2
Wish Us Luck by Wanweaw & Weawwan Hongwiwat,
Thailand/94 min

18.00 Fortune Teller by Xu Tong/China/157 min

16.00 Shattered by Xu Tong/China/100 min
18.00 ASEAN Competition 3
World without Shadow by Khoo Eng Yow/Malaysia/90 min
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BANGKOK ART AND CULTURE CENTRE

March 24, Saturday

12.00 ASEAN Competition 4
danfiou Salakyom by Pisut Srimok/Thailand/43 min
Black Umbrella by Chairun Nissa/Indonesia/30 min
8.8.88 by Vichart Somkeaw/Thailand/25 min

18.00 Word is Out by the Mariposa Film Group/USA/132 min

13.00 The Cheer Ambassadors by Luke Cassady-Dorion
Thailand/100 min - Q&A with director

15.00 Repatriation by Kim Dong-wan/South Korea/149 min

18.00 Golden Slumbers by Davy Chou/France-Cambodia/97 min
- Q&A with director

@ BHCC, bth floor Auditorium

March 31, Saturday

13.00 311 by Tatsuya MORI/Japan/94 min

after screening discussion with Fujioka Asako,

Festival Director of Yamagata Documentary Film Festival
15.30 Golden Slumbers by Davy Chou/France-Cambodia/97 min
17.30 Repatriation by Dong-won Kim/South Korea/149 min

13.00 Wheat Harvest by Xu Tong/China/99 min
15.00 Fortune Teller by Xu Tong/China/157 min
18.00 Shattered by Xu Tong/China/100 min
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Finding Neverland for South East Asian Documentary
DocNet SERsia Strategy Seminar
Salaya, Thailand 26-27 March 2012

9.30-10.00 Welcome
10.00-12.00 Panel 1 : The missing voice - Southeast Asian stories to be told:
the perspective of the film makers
Davy Chou (Filmmaker-France-Cambodia) Nguyen Trinh Thi (Filmmaker- Vietnam)
Panu Aree (Filmmaker- Thailand) Olin Monteiro (Producer- Indonesia)
12.00-13.00 Lunch Break
13.00-14.30 Panel 2 : Cultural Policy for Documentary in the time of changes
Mohamed Harun bin Abdul Rahman (FINAS ,Malaysia) Prof. Dr Apinan Poshy-
ananda (Deputy Permanent Secretary - Ministry of Culture, Thailand) Dr. Norbert
Spitz (Goethe-Institut —Bangkok)
14.30-15.00 Tea Break
15.00-17.00 Panel 3 : Desparately Seeking Funding
Banphot Wudhiprecha ( Producer-"Lumpinee”- Thailand) Ally Derks ( IDFA direc-
tor and Jan Vrijman Fund) Alex lee (Documentary Edge —New Zealand)
17.30 Prison and Paradise
by Daniel Rudi Haryanto/ Indonesia / 2010 / 93 min

9.30 Aki Ra’s Boys
by Lynn Lee, James Leong/Singapore-Cambodia/ 2007 / 57 min
10.30-12.30 Panel 4 : Dancing on the barbwire: the state of censorship in the

Southeast Asia Sai Kyaw Khaing (filmmaker-Burma) Ing K (filmmaker-Thailand)
Tino Saroengallo (filmmaker-Indonesia) Jewel Maranan (filmmaker- Philippines)
12.30-13.30 Lunch Break

13.30-15.30 Panel 5 : Multi-platform for Southeast Asian Documentary Fiona
Baker Lawson (Al Jazeera) Steve Warne (Documentary Video & Film Assessor/
Educator-Australia) Fujioka Asako (Festival Director-Japan)

15.30-16.00 Tea Break
16.00-17.00 Open Forum
17.30 World without Shadow

by Khoo Eng Yow/Malaysia/2011/90 min
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Docnet SEAsia is an initiative funded by the
EuropeAid programme “Investing in People”and
coordinated by the Goethe-Institut to support
documentary film making in SEAsia and profes-
sionalize and unite varied local initiatives to
make the missing voice of the region heard.

Southeast Asia in its heterogeneity of-
fers with its turbulent history and fast-paced
social and political change a treasure of stories
for documentary filmmakers. The digital revo-
lution and affordable technology give young
filmmakers the chance to capture these chang-
ing realities. However, a lack of training op-
portunities and support networks has hindered
filmmakers to produce well crafted documen-
taries of high quality which can compete with
international productions/attract the attention
of the international audience and festivals.

DocNet SEAsia addresses independent
documentary filmmakers, producers, film
schools, TV stations and other relevant institu-
tions and has set itself the goals to create
adequate conditions for documentary filmmak-
ers and to set up a strong regional network to
enhance the quality of documentary films by
SEAsian directors. By organising various events
the project aims to promote networking
within and outside of the region, to raise
awareness for documentaries from SEAsia and
to create a market which will give new talents
from the region a professional perspective.

DocNet SEAsia cooperates with 8 part-
ners from Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam in the imple-
mentation of the events and activities. The
Strategy Seminar serves as a platform for
exchange and networking between various
professional groups involved in documentary
filmmaking in Southeast Asia.
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Under/Water/Dog

Nuttorn Kungwanklai aiggss feanalna

Thailand/2012/30 min
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Synopsis : A filmmaker name “Kee” decide to
became a voluteer helped dogs between
Bangkok flood crisis in 2011. But everything
about this work didn't like his thought.

Director’s Profile : Began to directed short
film since 1999 and sometime worked as a
editor,his work include short films like “Small
World” , “Always”,"Take/Know/Low/Yee" and
“Atlantis” and a feature film “Eternity”

Contact : nutthaifiim@hotmail.com
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311

Tatsuya MORI
Japan/2011/94 min

17

Synopsis : Two weeks after March 11, four
men in a RV vehicle were driving around the
disaster-stricken areas: Yasuoka Takaharu,
Watai Takeharu, Matsubayashi Youju, and
Mori Tatsuya. The four were all documentary
filmmakers. Normally, it is rare to see four
documentary directors working together. It
was an unusual situation brought about by
an unprecedented earthquake of magnitude
9. For Mori, it had been a while since he took
a camera in hand. In spite of his experienced
career, he found his conscience bothering
him, particularly with regards the filming of
the suffering.

Director’s Profile : Mori Tatsuya was born
in Hiroshima Prefecture in 1956. As a student
at Rikkyo University, he joined the movie
club Rikkyo SPP and collaborated, as an ac-
tor, with now-renowned filmmakers such as
Kurosawa Kiyoshi. After a short acting ca-
reer, he joined a TV production company in
1989 and made more than 40 TV programs.
In 1996 he went freelance when his project
about the Aum Shinrikyo cult was cancelled

— the film was subsequently absorbed into
the theatrical documentary film A (1998). In
2001, the sequel A2 won Special Prize and
Citizens Prize in competition at the Yamagata
International Documentary Film Festival. He
is a prolific writer with more than 20 books
published, about media, war, the death pen-
alty, and non-fiction reportages about forgot-
ten historical incidents in post-war Japan. 311
(2011) is his third documentary film, which
got supported by AND (Asian Network of
Documentary) and was shown in the Busan
International Film Festival and the Yamagata
International Documentary Film Festival.

Contact : inquiry@getafilms.com
http://www.getafilms.com
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Davy Chou

Golden Slumbers

France and Cambodia/2011/97 min

19

Synopsis : Discover the unknown history of
the birth and destruction of Cambodian cine-
ma, from the first film ever made in 1960 to
the arrival of the Khmers Rouge in 1975. In 15
years, some 400 films were produced. Only 30
films remain today. Almost all the actors were
killed during the reign of Pol Pot and only a
few of the directors were able to flee the
country. Most of the old movie theaters of
Phnom Penh have become restaurants, kara-
oke clubs or squats. [Golden Slumbers] tries
to bring back to life the myths and legends of
this lost cinema. With a few survivors telling
their story, and as the film explores the remains
of the era today in Phnom Penh, we discover
how important movies were for everyone from
that generation and how young people now
interact with this heritage.

Director’s Profile : Davy Chou is a French
director of Cambodian descent. He made his
first film, Davy Chou'’s First Film (10") in 2007,
followed by Expired (10") in 2008, which was
selected for the Belfort Film Festival. In 2009
he spent a year in Cambodia where he set up
film workshops for young Cambodians in four
schools. There, he researched the golden age
of Cambodian cinema (1960-1975) and in
October 2009 he put together the festival/
exhibition ‘Golden Reawakening’ in Phnom
Penh. Golden Slumbers is his first feature film.






ASEAN Competition

8.8.88 By Vichart Somkeaw, Thailand

Black Umbrella by Chairun Nissa, Indonesia
Click in Fear by Sai Kyaw Khaing, Myanmar
Hard Rail Across the Gentle River

by Tran Thi Anh Phuong,

Do Van Hoang, Pham Thu Hang,

Tran Thanh Hien, Vietnam

s#anntiau Salakyom by Pisut Srimok, Thailand
aaliisnaad Wish Us Luck

by Wanweaw & Weawwan Hongwiwat, Thailand
World without Shadow by Khoo Eng Yow, Malaysia

Jury

UseIng unsenys Prawit Taeng-aksorn
Aunn1 1n3se Pimpak Towira

Zhang Wenjie
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8.8.88

Thailand/2012/25 min

Vichart Somkaew 3%1# a@uwin

Synopsis : After the crackdown of the pro-
democracy protesters in the 8888 Uprising on
8th August 1988, Tarji's parents who were
students who joined the protest in Rangoon,
left Burma to Thailand through Koh Song Is-
land (Victoria Point) of Ranong Province.
They moved and worked in the Southern re-
gion of Thailand.

Tarji was born under a labouring envi-
ronment. He is ethnic Mon. He was born in
Thailand and he is now 12 years old. He can
speak 3 languages, Mon, Burmese and Thai.
Tarji lives with his younger brothers in a rent-
ed room near the fish market, which karaoke
bars and brothels are around. Tarji and his
brothers want to go to school at the Children
center near their house, but their parents
don't have money, so the kids have to work
instead.

Director’s profile : Vichart Somkaew was
born in 1980, Phatthalung Thailand. He was
graduated from Architecture Department,
Faculty of Industrial Education, King Mong-
kut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang. In
2004 he was interested in making documen-
tary and made his first documentary com-
pleted in 2005. After that he did a feature
documentary project with Bioscope maga-
zine. In 2007, his feature documentary ‘One
True Thing’ won The Duke Award in the 11th
Thai short Film & video Festival , Bangkok
Thailand. In '8.8.88" (2012), he observes the
human rights in the social classes right and
the equality in humanity. The film is finan-
cially supported by Raks Thai Foundation and
European Union.

E-mail : vichart_s@hotmail.com
Mobile : +66 859096393

23
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Chairun Nissa
Indonesia/2011/30 min

BLACK UMBRELLA

Synopsis : The journey tells the story of two
women who struggle for justice and work hard
for the series of campaign against human rights
violations cases in Indonesia. Mrs. Neneng,
Rumpin Village residents in Bogor (West Java,
Indonesia) who lives in the land grab by the
military (Air Force), an area of 1000 hectares
originally belongs to the villagers and Mrs.
Sumarsih who fights for her rights to bring to
justice the killer who mistakenly shot his son
(while helping other wounded students) during
the big student demonstration in 1998 or the
historical reformation movement.

Director’s profile : Chairun Nissa or Ilun,
Graduated Bachelor Degree from Jakarta
Arts Institute in 2009. Has worked actively in
film-makings since 2003. Her short film “Full
Moon” in 2009 entered several international
film festivals, such as Rotterdam Int Film
Festival and recieved Special Jury Mention.
It was also selected to Rome Independent
Film Festival in 2010. She had made several
short fiction films and short documentaries
on women lives, women rights and gender
issues.

Contact : olin.monteiro@gmail.com
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Click in Fear

Sai Kyaw Khaing
Burma/2011/15 min

Synopsis : During the Buddhist monks’ peace-
ful demonstration on 27 September 2007.
The country of Burma is one of the least
to have media freedom. Until now, Burmese
journalists have been working in fear. The film
is about a Burmese photojournalist who had
to leave the country because his images were
used in many international media outlets

Director’s profile : Sai Kyaw Khaing was born
in Shan State, Burma. He had learned photog-
raphy from a friend and studied photo media
at Canberra Institute of Technology in Austra-
lia. After he finished 3 years in photography,
he then studied film and video production at
the Sydney Institute in New South Wales
Australia. He has been working as a freelance
graphic designer, photographer and camera-
man since 1995. He previously worked for
FRANCE 24 TV as a cameraman and video
editor, as well as ITN4 TV, AP and NHK TV. He
is interested in making documentary films. He
produced many stories for France 24 TV, SABC
TV(South Africa) , KNN TV (Nederland), Asia
Calling TV(Indonesia) and DVB TV (Burma).
He also produced 4 short animations.

Contact : namshai@hotmail.com
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Hard Rails
ACross

Tran Thi Anh Phuong,
Do Van Hoang,

Pham Thu Hang,
Tran Thanh Hien

Vietnam/2010/45 min

a Gentle River

Synopsis : Three women working street-side
at a city intersection. A group of men bathing
naked on a quiet island. A security guard pa-
trolling the bridge above it. Beside the river, in
the street, beneath the rails, and with the
people of the Long Bien neighborhood in Hanoi,
Vietnam, four filmmakers working simultane-
ously and independently produce a gently
unfolding documentary mosaic of life and
culture in contemporary urban Vietnam.

Director’s profile :

TRAN Thi Anh Phuong - A graduate student of
Environmental Technology and currently a
freelance filmmaker with a special interest in
environmental and development films.

DO Van Hoang - A recent Hanoi Academy of
Theatre & Cinema graduate in screen-writing,
he is pursuing projects in independent film-
making both in documentary and fiction.

PHAM Thu Hang - A graduate in Cultural His-
tory from Hanoi University of Social Sciences
and Humanities, Hang worked as a researcher
for the Vietnam Institute of Culture and Art
Studies before joining Hanoi DOCLAB. Cur-
rently a freelance filmmaker.

TRAN Thanh Hien - Graduated from Hanoi
University of Industrial Fine Arts and was a
graphic designer for eight years. He now works
full-time as a freelance filmmaker and is a staff
member at Hanoi DOCLAB.

Contact : hanoidoclab@gmail.com
http//www.hanoidoclab.org
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dangou
Salakyom

Pisut Srimhok figu? d3vsan
Thailand/2011/43 min

Synopsis : A team of researchers from the
Sirindorn Anthropology Centre travelled to the
northern province of Lamphun to document
the Salak Yom festival. Traditionally practiced
among the ethnic Yaung, the Salak Yom cer-
emony features the presentation of an elabo-
rately decorated “tree of gifts” to the Buddhist
monks and novices of the local monasteries,
in order to gain merit and transfer the merit
to loved ones who passed away, or to other
beings involved in one’s cycle of life and rebirth.
In the past, it used to be young women around
the age of twenty who offered a Salak tree to
their local monastery. For these young women,
the Salak Yom ceremony was not only an op-
portunity to make merit, but also a rite of
passage into adulthood, expressing a woman's
social status and marriageability.

Director’s profile : Nine years ago, Pisut
made his first documentary along side a group
community architects. His work focused

on documenting the architects” community
participatory processes used in design and
upgrading of the communities’ living environ-
ment. This soon expanded to documenting
history, culture and life style of communities
he has worked in, as well as providing training
to communities, allowing them to better tell
their stories to the wider public. Pisut now
freelance as a one-man team from ‘openspace
documentary’. When not out living amongst
the community he works in, Pisut carries out
workshops and provide trainings at various
universities in Thailand.

2008: The same old sea, Honorable mention
award, 12th Thai Short Film and Video Festival,
Thai Film Foundation

2011: Our Home, Hua Hin Dam, the runner-up
award, 15th Thai Short Film and Video Festival,
Thai Film Foundation

E-mail : rastaparadiso@hotmail.com
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Joltisriund
Wish Us Luck

Thailand/2012/94 min

Wanweaw and Weawwan Hongvivatana
2IULIT LAY LhII550L NeWIRIL

Synopsis : A documentary about a one-month
journey of twin sisters from London back to
their home, Bangkok by train. They travelled
via the famous Trans-Siberian route, through
many countries such as Germany, Russia,
Mongolia and China, with many stories to tell.

Director’s profile : Wanweaw and Weawan
Hongvivatana has been making short films
since they were in university. Most of their
works are documentaries, and fictions with the
combination of ‘documentarian look’. During
their MA : Artists’ Film Video and Photography,
they made their first feature length documen-
tary —‘Wish Us Luck'.

Contact : superwann@hotmail.com
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World
Without
Shadow

Khoo Eng Yow
Malaysia/2011/90 min
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Synopsis : A centuries-old form of theatre is
under threat in the state of Kelantan. The
wayang kulit, the art of shadow play, has be-
come the victim of conservative state policies
and Islamic puritanical influences. What was
once a revered art form is now seen as a threat
to religious values, although it had co-existed
with Islam since the 13th century. Many way-
ang kulit practitioners are now caught in the
conflict between the art and the government.
This documentary looks into the lives of the
few remaining master puppeteers who hold
steadfastly onto their dying art despite the
great odds.

Director’s profile : From Taiping, Malaysia
and an engineer by training, his interest in still
photography led him to his full time profession
as an Editor. Having edited other film makers’
works in recent years, Eng Yow started making
his own from 2002. He enjoys the freedom of
form and style in independent filmmaking. The
gritty real lives are always evident in his films
as seen in his award winning short film Railway
Steps and docu-drama Ah Kew the Digger. Eng
Yow is currently an editor and director based
in Kuala Lumpur.

Contact : eycool@gmail.com
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Aki Ra’s Boys by James Leong, Lynn Lee,

Singapore - Cambodia
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Aki Ra’s Boys

James Leong and Lynn Lee

Singapore - Cambodia/2007/57 min
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Synopsis : Through Boreak, who lost his right
arm in a landmine accident, we also meet Aki
Ra, a former child soldier, trained by the Khmer
Rouge army to lay landmines. Now in his 30s,
Aki Ra is haunted by his violent past and hopes
to make amends by giving children like Boreak
a home, and by helping remove the millions
of landmines still buried in his country.

Director’s profile :

James Leong - James Leong was born in Hong
Kong and educated in the UK. He began work-
ing in production in Japan as a Promos Pro-
ducer, but has been an independent director,
cameraman and editor since 2001. Passabe,
his first feature film, was picked for a grant
from the Sundance Institute Documentary
Fund. Aki Ra’s Boys is his second film. He re-
cently completed Homeless FC, a documen-
tary about a football team made up of home-
less people in Hong Kong.

Lynn Lee - Lynn Lee started her career at an
international news network where she worked
her way up from News Assistant to Senior
Producer. In 2000, she was recruited by the
United Nations to help set up East Timor’s first
national television station. Since 2002, Lynn
has been an independent producer, director
and writer. Passabe, her first feature film, was
supported by a grant from the Sundance In-
stitute Documentary Fund. Aki Ra’s Boys is her
second film. She recently completed Homeless
FC, a documentary about a football team made
up of homeless people in Hong Kong.

Contact : contact@lianainfilms.com
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The Cheer
Ambassadors

Luke Cassady-Dorion
Thailand/2011/100 min
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Synopsis : The Cheer Ambassadors chronicles
The Thai National Cheerleading Team’s inspir-
ing story of a coach and his team as they
travel from the city streets and rice fields in
Thailand to the World Championship in Or-
lando, Florida.

The Cheer Ambassadors is a feature-
length documentary about an incredible team
of athletes in Thailand and their journey: from
one man’s dream to a competitor in the 2009
International Cheer Union’s (ICU) World Cheer-
leading Championships. The movie focuses on
five key team members, the coaches, and the
team fortuneteller. It describes their relation-
ships, their drive, and their sacrifices. It follows
them on their journey from late night training
based on watching YouTube performances of
American teams, to competing against some
of those same teams on the world stage. This
film provides a unique perspective on the
power of a dream and what it takes for a team
to be champions.

The Cheer Ambassadors is a universal
story of passion, persistence and inspiration.

Director’s Profile : Luke Cassady-Dorion
After a successful career as a software devel-
oper and author of technology books, Luke
changed directions in order to focus on yoga
and the arts. Since moving to Bangkok in 2005,
his photography has been exhibited in multiple
Bangkok galleries, earning him praise from
some of Bangkok’s top critics.

A lifelong interest in documentary films
has led Luke to co-found A Single Production
Company. His fluency in both English and Thai,
combined with his photographic talents,
uniquely position him to direct our films. In
addition to his position with A Single Production
Company, Luke is completing a Bachelor’s
degree, majoring in Thai Studies at Ramkam-
heang University, co-hosts the Thai TV show
Farang Pok Pok.

contact : ZakCassady@gmail.com
http://www.TheCheerAmbassadors.com
http://www.facebook.com/TheCheerAmbassadors
Twitter: #CheerAmbassador
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Nénette

Nicolas Philibert
France/2010/70 min
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Synopsis : She is 40 years old, lives in Paris,
has long, reddish hair, seems lost in thought
and has a majestic aura about her: Nénette,
the film'’s star, is an orang-utan from the ape
house at the Menagerie du Jardin des Plantes.
Nénette is a professional: she is relaxed and
indifferent as she takes in the parade of people
who file past her glass cage daily. From her
gallery, she looks down on the goings-on of
her younger fellows and watches the visitors,
who often just come for her sake.

We watch the animals. The animals
watch us. In the zoo and in the cinema, both
institutions where a stage-like construction and
the act of seeing are central. Nicolas Philibert’s
film only shows the apes, being fed, spending
time and especially being idle. There is no
reverse-shot of those following the apes’ ac-
tions. The screen belongs to the animal alone.
And yet the human is reflected in the observa-
tion of the animal, as well as in the off-camera
comments of the visitors and the zookeepers:
they attempt to interpret, to ascribe meaning,

or to reflect zoologically and philosophically.
The apes in the zoo are a projection screen
— just like the screen in the movie theater.

Director’s profile : Nicolas Philibert was born
on January 10, 1951 in Nancy. After studying
philosophy, he turned to film and became an
assistant director, notably for René Allio, Alain
Tanner and Claude Goretta. In 1978, with
Gérard Mordillat, he co-directed his first docu-
mentary feature, La Voix de son maitre (His
Master’s Voice). In 1980, Philibert produced
René Allio’s film L'Heure exquise. After making
a number of short films, in 1990 Philibert di-
rected his first feature-length film of his own,
La Ville Louvre (Louvre City).

E-mail : a.valentin@filmsdulosange.fr
|.zipci@filmsdulosange.fr

Supported by Institute Francais, Thailand
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Repatriation

KIM Dong-wan
South Korea/2003/149 min
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Synopsis : In the spring of 1992, I, a film
director, became acquainted with two long-
term ‘unconverted’ political prisoners. Sent to
South Korea as spies, they were arrested and
spent thirty years in prison, serving out their
sentences without renouncing their communist
beliefs.

At that time, with no place to call home,
they moved to our neighborhood. And drawn
to their utterly un-spy-like demeanor, I subse-
quently filmed them for more than a decade.

By the end of the 1990s, relations be-
tween North and South Korea significantly
improved, and even the most hardened un-
converted cases were released. And my ques-
tion of “How did these men survive the dehu-
manizing conversion process of systematic
torture for more than 40 years?” had turned
into “What awaited them in the outside world?
And what was their final destiny?”

In the new millennium, President KIM
Dae-jung’s presidency saw a growing move-
ment to repatriate the long-term ‘unconverted’

political prisoners, especially those from the
Korean War. In the year 2000, sixty-three
former ‘unconverted’ prisoners were finally
repatriated to the North.

And I tried to go to Pyongyang to meet
them living in the North in vain. Instead CHO
sends his heartwarming words saying that he
thinks of me like a son.

Director’s Profile : KIM Dong-won was born
in Seoul, Korea in 1955 and graduated from
Sogang Univ. Dept. of Mass Comm. He's the
president of P.U.R.N. Production, a leading
documentary film group in Korea. He's respon-
sible for such remarkable and awarded docu-
mentaries; Sanggyedong Olympic (1988), The
Six Day Fight in Myong Dong Cathedral (1997),
Repatriation (2003), If You Were Me 2 (2006)
and 63 Years On (2008)
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Word is Out

The Mariposa Film Group
USA/1978/132 min
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Synopsis : WORD IS OUT presents a mosaic
of interviews with 26 gay and lesbian indi-
viduals who describe their experiences coming
out, falling in and out of love, and struggling
against prejudice and discriminatory laws.
These interviewees — who range in age from
18 to 77, and in type from bee-hived housewife
to sultry drag queen —include poet Elsa Gidlow,
political activist Sally Gearhart, inventor John
Burnside, civil rights leader Harry Hay, and
avant-garde filmmaker Nathaniel Dorsky. But
all deliver their testimony with extraordinary
intelligence, grace, honesty, and conviction,
creating a work of oral history that is pro-
foundly engaging and deeply moving.

Thirty years later, it is a record of the
gay and lesbian experience in America near
the start of the movement. WORD IS OUT is
a precious and moving document whose rel-
evance is almost entirely undimmed today.
Thanks to the then-budding talent of an incred-
ible roster of documentary filmmakers that

made up Mariposa, the film is an important
demonstration of the enormous power that
can be achieved through unadorned, unadul-
terated personal testimony. It is truth told with
humor, courage and tears.

Director’s profile : The Mariposa Film Group
is the group of documentary filmmakers and
LGBT activists consisted of Peter Adair, Nancy
Adair, Andrew Brown, Rob Epstein, Lucy
Massie Phenix, Veronica Selver.

Contact : MileFilms@gmail.com
Website : www.milestonefilms.com

Courtesy of Milliarium Zero and Mariposa Film
Group.
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Xu Tong was born in Beijing in 1965.
He graduated from Communications Univer-
sity with a major in film. Wheat Harvest is his
first feature-length documentary, which won
the Red Chameleon at CinDi in 2009 and was
selected by the International Film Festival
Rotterdam 2010. His second feature-length
documentary Fortune Teller won the Jury Prize
at the Chinese Documentary Festival, was
selected among the Best Ten documentaries
at the China Independent Film Festival, and
was an official selection for the International
Film Festival Rotterdam 2011.
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Xu Tong
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Wheat Harvest

Synopsis : In June the wheat tips are begin-
ning to turn yellow. She comes back from
Beijing to her hometown in Hebei, to find her
father lying in bed with an IV and her mother
out at the market. It appears that this is the
way life always is; this is normal; nothing is
out of the ordinary.

Going back a few months, we see a
filthy and chaotic side street in Beijing’s east-
ern suburbs called GaoXiDian. In a nameless,
unlit ‘beauty parlor’, this country girl of barely
20 years old shows us a corner of her life as
a prostitute.

She says she can't get involved with
individual clients, but then we meet a cus-
tomer named Xu...

She looks down on the boss of the
salon, because she is “too greedy"”...

She can't forget the man who brought
her to Beijing, her former boss Brother Chen,
who unfortunately got into some trouble last
year..

She gives all of her money to her fam-
ily to pay for her father’s medical costs, keep-
ing only 100RMB to get back to Beijing...

Time flies by, and soon her family’s
wheat is ready to harvest, but it has been
raining for days on end, making it impossible
to begin...

The film revolves around the time of
the harvest, documenting one person’s dual
lives and struggles, how one person copes on
her own in the face of everything. Here we see
the complex depths of human nature.

Contact : tt1727@hotmail.com
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Fortune Teller
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Synopsis : The colorful life of a countryside
fortune teller provides a candid and deeply
revelatory look at people living on the fringes
of Chinese society.

Li Baicheng is a charismatic fortune
teller who services a clientele of prostitutes
and shadowy figures whose jobs, like his, are
commonplace but technically illegal in China.
He practices his ancient craft in a village near
Beijing while taking care of his deaf and dumb
wife Pearl, who he rescued from her family’s
mistreatment. Winter brings a police crack-
down on both fortune tellers and prostitutes,
forcing Li and Pearl into temporary exile, dur-
ing which they visit their hometowns and
confront old family demons. Li’s humble story
is punctuated with chapter headings reminis-
cent of Qing Dynasty popular fiction.

Contact : tt1727@hotmail.com
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Shattered

Xu Tong
China/2011/100 min
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Synopsis : Tang Caifeng (also known as Tang
Xiaoyan) left home a long time ago. She has
mingled around in social circles for many years,
but things haven¥t gone too well for her. This
winter, she went back to her hometown in
North East China alone. She wanted to have
a happy reunion for the Chinese New Year with
her eighty-year-old father, Old Man Tang.

With Chinese New Year’s eve approach-
ing, Old Man Tang’s other children also started
to come back home for a happy family reunion.
But things weren’t merry for long. They began
quarreling and finally began leaving one by
one, leaving Old Man Tang by himself to wait
for his last days.

In this wretched winter, Old Man Tang
tells his life story in fragments...

During this winter, heavy snowfalls fell,
blatant ridicules were made, and dim memories
of the past red revolution were recalled... It
was such a terribly cold and unimaginably
queer winter.

In the end, Tang Caifeng left home
again. An uncertain future awaits her.

Contact : tt1727@hotmail.com
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